
 

   
  

Economy Challenge Day PREWORK – May 9, 2019  
  

The Economy Day team is excited to spend the day talking about our economy and economic opportunity at the 

Hive Media Lab on Thursday, May 9. In preparation for the day, we wanted to introduce a few concepts and provide 

some background to spur your thinking. We have organized the homework to correspond with some of the key 

sections of the day’s agenda. There are a few required readings, viewings or exercises and others that you can 

explore based on your interest and available time. Please read and watch all the resources listed below marked 

“[required]” and decide for yourself if you would like to explore the “[optional]” resources that follow. If you have 

trouble accessing these documents and videos, please contact Tamara: tamara@leadershiptomorrowseattle.org.   

  

Core Concepts  

There are a few key terms and concepts that will provide helpful framework as you consider the economy.   
 
Terms: [required] 

• Income inequality refers to the extent to which income is distributed in an uneven manner among a 
population. In the United States, income inequality, or the gap between the rich and everyone else, has been 
growing markedly, by every major statistical measure, for some 30 years. 

• Social mobility refers to the ability of individuals to move to a different social class, usually from a lower to 
a higher social class.  Social mobility is impacted by the level of access to economic and social opportunities. 

• Economic inclusion refers to ensuring that prosperity is broadly shared, especially among those facing the 
greatest barriers to opportunity.  

 
Economic vitality can be driven or constrained by four levers: [required] 

• Technology/Innovation  

• Workforce/Talent 

• Infrastructure/Transportation 

• Regulatory Environment/Business Climate 
 

Reflections on Your Journey  

Reflect on your own journey in the economy and prepare to discuss the following questions: [required] 

• Where are the points in my life where opportunity was offered to me, which furthered my economic growth? 

• Who were the people that made a difference?   

• What were the networks or resources that connected me to opportunity?   

• What government policies impacted the path to where I am right now?   

• How did institutional racism/privilege play a role?   
 

A look at social mobility 
Is America Dreaming? Understanding Social Mobility (Brookings, 3 min) [required] 
Extensive Data Shows Punishing Reach of Racism for Black Boys (NYT 2018) [optional] 
Social Mobility: Is The American Dream Slipping Away? (NPR, 30 min) [optional] 

 

Economic Context  

King County outlines measures of equity and its strategies to improve opportunities  
http://www.kingcounty.gov/elected/executive/equity-social-
justice/~/media/B102A4C8AAE440F1A79BCE76986E80F5.ashx?la=en [required]  
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The region’s wealth gap 
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/data/seattle-household-net-worth-ranks-among-top-in-nation-but-
wealth-doesnt-reach-everyone/ [optional] 
 
Washington’s tax system  
https://kuow.org/stories/washington-and-oregon-have-tax-who-wins [optional] 

 
An overview of how the economy functions and perspectives on how to create a more perfect 
economy. 
Is Income Inequality Inevitable? Freakonomics podcast (40 min)   
http://freakonomics.com/podcast/earth-2-0-income-inequality/ [optional] 

 
 

Illustration of Levers: Through the Lens of Industry 

Economic levers used to rank WA against other states [required] 
https://www.waroundtable.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/BFBW-Summer-2018-Infographic_FINAL.pdf 

. 
Our state’s key industry sectors 
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/key-sectors/ [optional] 
Consider how the four economic levers (technology/innovation; workforce/talent; infrastructure/transportation; 
regulatory environment/business climate) impact one of the state’s key sectors 

 

Economic Integration 

Choose a previous challenge day (Neighborhoods & Communities, Education, Health & Wellness, Arts and 
Culture, Basic Needs, Environment) and reflect on its intersections with economic vitality and opportunity.  
Prepare to discuss how the economy reinforces or exists in tension with these elements of a healthy 
community? [required] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/data/seattle-household-net-worth-ranks-among-top-in-nation-but-wealth-doesnt-reach-everyone/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/data/seattle-household-net-worth-ranks-among-top-in-nation-but-wealth-doesnt-reach-everyone/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/data/seattle-household-net-worth-ranks-among-top-in-nation-but-wealth-doesnt-reach-everyone/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/data/seattle-household-net-worth-ranks-among-top-in-nation-but-wealth-doesnt-reach-everyone/
https://kuow.org/stories/washington-and-oregon-have-tax-who-wins
https://kuow.org/stories/washington-and-oregon-have-tax-who-wins
http://freakonomics.com/podcast/earth-2-0-income-inequality/
http://freakonomics.com/podcast/earth-2-0-income-inequality/
https://www.waroundtable.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/BFBW-Summer-2018-Infographic_FINAL.pdf
https://www.waroundtable.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/BFBW-Summer-2018-Infographic_FINAL.pdf
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/key-sectors/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/growing-the-economy/key-sectors/

