
 

   
  

Environment Challenge Day PREWORK – April 11, 2019  
  

We are excited to see you at the Environment Challenge Day on April 11 at Boeing! As with other Challenge Days, 
listed below you will find the readings and videos that will provide you with foundations for the day’s activities 
and exercises, and exploring them will help us make the most of our time together. Please read and watch all the 

resources listed below in the REQUIRED section and decide for yourself if you would like to explore the OPTIONAL 
resources that follow. Please note that while the list of items to explore looks long, each piece is quite short. If you 
have trouble accessing these documents and videos, please contact Tamara Myers 

at tamara@leadershiptomorrowseattle.org.   
  

REQUIRED Prework 

Global Scale 
Many environmental issues occur on a global scale and broad timeline and the UN sustainability goals are the 
global framework countries are organizing around. How are these issues manifested locally and how can we act on 
them today? Climate change is one such issue that connects directly to Seattle in multiple ways. Become familiar 

with the most recent global climate outlook through the UN sustainability goals. Click goal 13 to learn more about 
climate action: 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/ 

 

Local Change 
Human impact on shorelines and waterways have significantly altered our region’s environment and disrupted the 

natural resources that indigenous populations have heavily relied upon. Review the Waterlines Project to 
understand historical changes to our region’s lakes, rivers, shorelines and water resources and to learn some place 
names in the Lushootseed language of the Coast Salish People: 

http://www.burkemuseum.org/static/waterlines/project_map.html 
 
The effects of climate change will continue to alter our waterways into the future. Use the Seattle Public Utilities 

Sea-Level Rise Map to assess shoreline changes along the Duwamish River near the location of our challenge day: 
http://www.seattle.gov/util/EnvironmentConservation/ClimateChangeProgram/ProjectedChanges/Sea-
LevelRiseMap/index.htm 

 
This news story highlights concerns over the impacts of climate change near our challenge day location in South 
Park and Georgetown and introduces city actions: 

https://www.kiro7.com/news/local/two-seattle-neighborhoods-bracing-for-effects-from-climate-change/879009084 
 

Actions 
A City-community shared vision that will guide the City’s work and investments in the Duwamish Valley for years to 
come; it serves as a combined environmental justice, equitable development, and anti -displacement strategy. 

Focus on pgs. 2-16, the introductions for each of the seven priority areas (in different pages throughout the 
document), and pgs. 81-83: 
Duwamish Valley Action Plan 

 
Environmental Health is a justice issue and this Washington State Department of Health Tracking Network map 
shows us why.  Compare Environmental Health Disparities of your zip code to the zip code of our Challenge Day 

area 98108. If your zip code is 98108 compare to another zip code. What correlations do you find between levels of 
environmental health disparities and socioeconomic factors of neighborhoods throughout our region?:  
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/environment/environmental-health-is-a-justice-issue-and-this-new-map-

shows-us-why/ 
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The Environmental Protection Agency’s Community-Focused Exposure and Risk Screening Tool (C-FERST) 

provides access to resources that can be used to help communities learn more about their environmental issues 
and risks. The options here show how to use C-FERST to view a community's environment, compare community 
environmental conditions, explore and learn about environmental issues, plan projects with community 

guides, and participate in the C-FERST User Forum.  Find the tool’s user guide here: https://www.epa.gov/c-ferst/c-
ferst-maps-user-guide. Then, find the tool at the top of this page: https://www.epa.gov/healthresearch/introduction-
community-focused-exposure-and-risk-screening-tool-c-ferst 

 
The Healthy Environment for All (HEAL) act would put environmental justice on the map in Washington State. We 
will hear more from one of our speakers: 

https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/environment/the-heal-act-would-put-environmental-justice-on-the-map-
in-washington-state/ 
 

 

Additional Resources (Optional) 
 

Frontline: Poisoned Waters 
In addition to climate change, local sources of pollution are having detrimental effects on our community and water 

resources, as featured in this 2009 Frontline special. Watch 5-6 minutes of this two-hour episode, beginning at 
1:12:23, to understand issues of pollution surrounding our challenge day location: 
https://www.pbs.org/video/frontline-poisoned-waters/   

 

The Boldt Decision / 25 Years -- The Fish Tale That Changed History   
Learn about how this landmark decision continues to shape natural resource policy in our state today:  
http://community.seattletimes.nwsource.com/archive/?date=19990207&slug=2943039  
 

UN Resources 
UN Global Environment Outlook Summary for Policy Makers (connects to and supports the UN Sustainability 
goals): 

https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/27652/GEO6SPM_EN.pdf?sequence=1&amp;isAllowed=y   
 

City of Seattle Resources 
• City of Seattle’s Environment and Equity Agenda, a roadmap to advancing environmental justice through 

environmental work: https://www.seattle.gov/Documents/Departments/OSE/SeattleEquityAgenda.pdf 

• Duwamish Valley Program: https://www.seattle.gov/environment/equity-and-environment/duwamish-valley-

program (for several other resources, especially the Background & Resources section). 

• Equity and Environment Initiative: https://www.seattle.gov/environment/equity-and-environment/equity-and-
environment-initiative 
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